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to prevent bad cholcés

My plctare was on the front

_ page of last Sunday’s paper with
the article, “Gangs in Brevard”
by John Torres, which was great.

-1 would like to clarify a few
things. Regarding the caption
next to the photo with the words
“Scared Straight,” I always em--
phasize that what we do in my
program, Reality Check, is not
like the Scared Straight program
inanyway.

It is reality. I never yell,
scream, degrade, talk down o, or
humiliate anyone. We educate
people to the facts of what will
happen if you keep makmg bad
choices. s

“In the amcle,xﬁnder the head—
ing, “Answers,” the Reality
Check program is not just an

anti-gang program. It is a pro- -

gram for teens and adults mak-
wgbad choices, not just gang
~ kids. I was in prison for 11
- straight years and in the “hole,”
orisolation, for three years out of .
the 11 years. .

1 was abused and urmated on

by guards in prison, but I also

- like to mention that some guards

‘saved my life. There are good
and bad in all professions,

whether it is a police officer, cor-

rections officer or any profes-

sions. The key is prevention, not

incarceration.
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